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Walking 

into the 

Antichrist’s 

Trap



Chaos in the Middle East.  To what end?



“I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience bears 

me witness in the Holy Spirit--that I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart.

For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for 

the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are 

Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 

giving of the law, the worship, and the promises.

To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the 

flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.” 

(Romans 9:1-5)



What is the future for 

Israel?

or

Satan’s Curse? God’s Salvation?





“And so all Israel will be saved, 

as it is written: "The Deliverer will come out of 

Zion; he will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” 

(Romans 11:26)

What is the future for 

Israel?



The polarization in the church

ANTI ISRAEL UNBALANCED PRO ISRAEL

• Replacement theology

• BDS movement

• Not real Jews in Israel/Kazars

• Antisemitism

• No future for national Israel

• Modern Israel not a miracle

• God’s chosen people

• Reluctant criticism

• Minimizes immorality

• Minimizes Jesus rejection

• Dual New Covenant

• Minimal evangelism
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A BIBLICAL APPROACH TO MODERN ISRAEL

• God’s chosen people FOREVER

• Based on God’s promises to patriarchs

• Gathered in unbelief (Ezekiel 36-37)

• Recognizes imperfections of modern state

• Acknowledges rejection of Jesus currently

• Israel presently in a state of rebellion

• Paul… “that they may be saved” (Rom 10:1)



Does Israel belong

in the land?



Does Israel belong

in the land?

YES!



Does Israel deserve

to be in the land?



“Do not think to yourself after the LORD your God has driven them out 

before you, "Because of my own righteousness the LORD has brought me 

here to possess this land… It is not because of your righteousness, or even 

your inner uprightness, that you have come here to possess their land.

Instead, because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is 

driving them out ahead of you in order to confirm the promise He made on 

oath to your ancestors, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Understand, therefore, that it is not because of your righteousness that the 

LORD your God is about to give you this good land as a possession, for you 

are a stubborn people! 

(Deuteronomy 9:4-6)



What is the current spiritual state of 

modern Israel?



What is the current spiritual state of 

modern Israel?

• 1948 – founded as a secular state (non-theocratic)

• Mostly atheist/agnostic leaders

• Socialistic and communistic tendencies

• 1948- 90% secular and only 10% religious

• Today- this figure is closer to 75% secular / 25% religious

• Very western in their secular morals today

• Secular groups and religious groups have major tension





Many religious were opposed to the founding of modern 

Israel by “wicked atheists”



Linda wrote, “I have some friends who go to a national 
denominational church. When I talk to them about prophecy 
and the nation of Israel, they say that the remaining promises 
to Israel were given to the church because of Israel’s 
disobedience and murder of Jesus. They also point out that the 
modern nation of Israel is far from perfect. It is socialistic, 
secular, promotes LGBTQ, and is unfriendly to messianic 
Christians. They ask me how I can support such a godless 
nation that rejects Jesus and hinders Christian evangelism. 
What can I say?”

An honest question by a viewer:



“But Israel has a large and influential LGBTQ 
community, particularly in Tel Aviv, widely 
dubbed the "gay capital of the Middle East".

“Legislatively, Israel is a pioneer in LGBTQ 
rights in the region, despite homosexuality 
being deeply rejected by conservative 
religious parties.”  - November 13, 2023

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/israeli-soldiers-

raise-pride-flag-in-gaza-reignite-pinkwashing-debate-

4593165



August 29, 2024



These people sound absolutely crazy and extremely scary. One of these nutcases is 

going to bomb the Dome of the Rock and set off WW3. What's to prevent a national 

religious Baruch Goldstein type from, god almighty forbid, getting ahold of a shoulder 

fired antitank weapon and committing sheer madness? This is all at a very late stage 

of catastrophe and the Israeli government is now captive of these nutcases. People 

do you realize how grave this is?

This is further evidence that religion is an opiate if not for the masses but at least a 

significant portion of the gullible.

Israel faces a profound and immediate choice. Is Israel an Iron Age religious cult 

run by messianic extremists who think themselves the chosen ones, all other 

people subhuman, and have no regard for the norms and rules developed in the 

last 2000 years? Or is Israel a 21st century nation state committed to the rule of law 

within a stable international system?

QUOTES from the Comments



What about those that are religious?

YESHU or YESHUA?

Y-   yimchok
SH- shemo
U-   ulam



YESHU

   Y-   be blotted out
   SH- may his name
   U-   forever



Rabbinic views of Jesus
• Jesus was bastard son of adulteress Mary
• Was a sexual deviant like His mother
• One of four people never to be saved
• Was a magician who seduced Israel
• Blasphemer, idolater, and false prophet
• In hell forever in boiling excrement

Jesus in the Talmud by Peter Schäfer 

  



1)When Jewish people who reject Jesus as Messiah pray today, does God the 

Father hear their prayers?

2)Can a Jewish person have a relationship with God the Father if they reject 

Jesus?

3)Are the Jewish people who seem sincere in their desire to build a Third 

Temple pleasing God if they still try to please God apart from a faith in Jesus?

4)Is modern Judaism a genuine religion that God accepts?

What is the current spiritual state of national Israel?

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)



What is the current spiritual state of national Israel?

Luke 10:16 “Whoever listens to you listens to Me, and whoever rejects you rejects Me, and 

whoever rejects Me rejects the one who sent Me.” 

John 5:23 “That all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not 

honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.” 

John 15:23 “Whoever hates Me hates My Father also.”

1 John 2:21-23 “I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, 

and because no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Messiah? This 

is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. 

Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.”

John 15:18-21 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me before it hated you... 

Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they 

persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will also keep yours. But 

all these things they will do to you on account of My name, because they do not know Him who 

sent Me.”



“As regards the gospel, they [national Israel] 

are enemies for your sake. But as regards 

election, they are beloved for the sake of their 

forefathers.

For the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable.”

 

Romans 11:28-29

NT summary of national Israel presently



“Did God's people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! 

They were disobedient, so God made salvation available to the 

Gentiles. But He wanted His own people to become jealous and 

claim it for themselves.

Now if the Gentiles were enriched because the people of Israel 

turned down God's offer of salvation, think how much greater a 

blessing the world will share when they finally accept it. 

For since their rejection meant that God offered salvation to the rest 

of the world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful. It will be 

life for those who were dead!”   (Romans 11:11, 12, 15)



How we get from here to there?



What is the Purpose of the Tribulation for Israel?

1) 70 weeks of Daniel (but specifically the final 70th week)  

A) Finish the transgression (rebellion)- Daniel 9:24

B) Ending of sin as a dominating influence (still sin in 1000 yrs)

C) Atone/cleanse iniquity in Israel/Jerusalem

D) Bring in everlasting righteousness  (Dan 2:44; Isaiah 9:6-7)

E) To seal (authenticate) vision and prophecy

F) Anoint the most holy place  (Ezekiel 45:3)



A) You will receive one who comes in his own name-John 5:43

B) God is going to shatter the power of the people- Dan 12:7

C) Time of Jacob’s trouble, but he will be saved- Jer 30:7

D) 2/3 cut off; 1/3 refined. God answers their call-Zech 13:8-9

E) You will not see me again until You say… Matt 23:37-39

2) God is going to bring salvation to the nation Israel- HOW?

What is the Purpose of the Tribulation for Israel?

F) “I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and 

seek my face, and in their distress earnestly seek Me.” Hosea 5:15 

Zech 12:10 “they will look upon Him whom they have pierced…”



22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of 

Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the 

nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been 

profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I 

am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.

 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own 

land.”

GAP OF TIME BETWEEN GATHERING AND SALVATION

 25 “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from 

all your idols I will cleanse you.

 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of 

stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 

rules.  28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be 

your God.”   (Ezekiel 36:22-28)

National Israel is gathered first in unbelief and then later cleansed



Covenant Signed Jews call on Jesus



7-year Tribulation

Church age

Covenant confirmed (Mosaic?)- Dan 9:27

Apostasy/rebellion happens - 2 Thess 2:3

Antichrist revealed - 2 Thess 2:3

Jews receive “another” – John 5:43

Antichrist rides white horse – Rev 6:1-2

Secular Israel 

established 1948

Sacrifices in

Temple ongoing

Sacrifices

ceased at

midpoint

3 ½ years

What starts the 

70th week?

Rapture



Daniel 9:27 

“And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and 

in the middle of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 

offering.”

• Clearly the sacrifices have begun in a 3rd temple in 70th week

• Most Israeli’s today DO NOT care about building a third 

temple and putting their sons and daughters at risk for the 

radical crazy orthodox Jews

• How do we get from a secular society to a religious revival? 



Daniel 9:27 

“And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and 

in the middle of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 

offering.”

• PEACE agreement or something else?

• Covenant tied to sacrifice and offering?



“The problem with this view is that there is nothing in the context to 

support the idea that a peace treaty or covenant of protection is in 

view, nor is this thesis taught elsewhere in Scripture. Yet the context of 

Dan 9:27 does support an alternative view. The fact that he eventually 

“puts an end to sacrifice and offering” suggests that this covenant has 

something to do with the ancient Mosaic law. 

If the antichrist’s purpose is to masquerade and deceive the Jewish 

people into thinking he is the real Messiah, then it makes sense that 

this covenant in Dan 9:27 is related to the Mosaic law.”

J. Paul Tanner, Daniel, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020), 592.



“In light of the contextual clue about “sacrifice and offering,” 

the words  “make a covenant” are best understood to mean 

that the antichrist will pose as a false messiah who dupes 

Israel (at least initially) and causes the Mosaic covenant to 

prevail in the land (i.e., he enforces it). Actually, the 

expectation in orthodox Jewish eschatology is that Messiah 

will uphold the Mosaic law and usher in an age of 

righteousness.”

J. Paul Tanner, Daniel, Evangelical Exegetical Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020), 592.



2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

1 “Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 

gathered together to Him, we ask you, brothers,

 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken 

word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord 

has come (is present).” 

• The rapture is clearly addressed “gathered together to Him” 

• Paul encourages them not to be “scared out of their mind/wits”

• The subject then focuses directly on the “day of the Lord”

• The day of the Lord has various nuances, but it comes like a thief in the 

night and brings sudden destruction like a trap  (1 Thess 5:2-3; Luke 

21:34-35) 



2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

 3 “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come (be present), 

unless the apostasy (rebellion) comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 

revealed, the son of destruction,

 4 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 

worship” 

• There is a risk of deception about the day of the Lord  

• Paul describes the apostasy has happening first

• He does not describe apostasy and antichrist as happening BEFORE

• He does not say that these must PRECEDE

• The FIRST event of the day of the Lord is the apostasy/rebellion



7-year Tribulation

FIRST EVENT

Apostasy/rebellion happens - 2 Thess 2:3

Antichrist revealed - 2 Thess 2:3
2nd

Coming

3 ½ years

Rapture

3 ½ years

Abomination of Desolation



What is an apostasy?

APOSTASY- the action of a person who claims to know God committing an 

act which is contrary to the revealed will of God.

“Falling away” is not the best translation of Greek 
Apostasia. Examining the 283 instances from 250 BC to 400 
AD show that rebellion is universal definition. 

Spiritual/Political

Rebellion

Physical departure

(rapture)



Dr. Andy Woods from Prophecy Watcher magazine May 2017

“Spiritual departures are not abnormal. In fact, spiritual departures regularly 

transpire in Scripture going all the way back to the Fall of man as recorded in 

Genesis 3. The Apostle Paul in his day even predicted a spiritual departure after 

he left (Acts 20:28-31).”

Matthew 7- wolves

Acts 20:28- wolves

Galatians – false gospel / Judaizers

Jude

2 Peter 

2 Tim 4:3 – itching ears

Ephesians 4:14- every wind of doctrine

Colossians 2:8 – empty philosophy



Dr. Andy Woods from Prophecy Watcher magazine May 2017

“There is a definite article in front of the noun “apostasy.” Second 

Thessalonians 2:3 says, “Let no one deceive you by any means; for 

that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man 

of sin is revealed, the son of perdition” (NKJV). Notice the definite 

article translated “the” in front of both “falling away” and “man of 

sin.” By providing these two definite articles, essentially Paul is 

indicating that the apostasy will be something that has specific, time-

bound qualities just like the man of sin’s coming has such qualities. In 

other words, just like the advent of the man of sin will be a specific and 

instantaneous event in future history, the coming Apostasia [rebellion], 

or departure, will similarly be specific and time-bound.”



Dr. Andy Woods from Prophecy Watcher magazine May 2017

“The advent of the coming lawless one or Antichrist will take 

place at a specified point in time and instantaneously, with the 

opening of the first seal judgment (Rev. 6:1-2).

 Such an instantaneous manifestation does not fit well with the 

notion of a spiritual departure [falling away], which typically 

transpires gradually over an elongated process. Spiritual 

departures are not instantaneous events. 



“In the apocalyptic context of 2 Thessalonians 2, the rebellion 

referred to is a religious one directed against God. In all probability 

we may identify those whose rebellion is mentioned in v. 3 with those 

who are to be deceived in vv. 10–12. While Paul may have thought of 

certain Christians being involved, the reference to the temple in v. 4 

suggests that he is working with a traditional apocalyptic 

understanding in which it was maintained that many of the people of 

God, that is the Jews, would rebel against God…at the time of the 

end”

Charles A. Wanamaker, The Epistles to the Thessalonians: A Commentary on the Greek Text, New 

International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1990), 243–245.

Apostasy of the Church or another group?  The Jewish people?

https://ref.ly/logosres/nigtcthes?ref=Bible.2Th2.3&off=3446


Dr. Andy Woods from Prophecy Watcher magazine May 2017

What are the ramifications and choices if Dr. Woods is correct about 

the weakness of the position that the apostasia is 

THE apostasy/rebellion of the CHURCH?

1) For Dr. Woods, he is taking the word apostasia to refer to the 

physical departure in the rapture  (See Lee Brainard’s book 

Apostasia for a rebuttal)

2) Another option is that this is referring to THE apostasy/rebellion of 

the Jews at the time of the signing of the Daniel 9:27 covenant



Lee addresses:

•Meaning of Apostasia

•Usage of Apostasia

•Ancient Bible translations

•Early church fathers

•Context

•Grammar

•Exegesis

•Theological



Summary:

Lee examined 250BC to AD500

283 instances of Apostasia

Not ONE time does is mean 

physical departure.

There is a .003% chance for 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 to mean rapture



“Further, his apocalypse is connected with an event which St Paul 

names “the apostasy.” This can only mean a revolt against God. 

Therefore, it must take place among the people who acknowledge the 

true God, i.e. the Jews.”

(Harry Angus Alexander Kennedy, 1904, St. Paul’s Conception of the Last Things, page 218.)

Apostasy of the Church or another group?  The Jewish people?

“Finally, in this interpretation, the apostasy is obviously the great apostasy 

of the Jews, gradually filling up all these years and hastening to its 

completion in their destruction. That the Apostle certainly had this rapidly 

completing apostasy in his mind in the severe arraignment that he makes of 

the Jews in 1 Thess 2:14-16.”

BENJAMIN WARFIELD- “Expositor,” 1886, entitled “The Prophecies of St. Paul,” PAGE 42-43



John 5:43 

I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive Me. 

If another comes in his own name,         you will    receive him. 



Henry Alford- 1860

“The first clause is clear. In the latter we have a prophetic declaration 

regarding the Jews in the latter days. This ἄλλος (“but”) is in strong 

contrast with the ἄλλος of ver. 32. ‘The testimony of that Other, who is 

greater than I, ye will not receive; but if another come in his own name, him 

ye will receive.’ The words are perhaps spoken primarily of the false or Idol-

Messiah, the Antichrist, who shall appear in the latter days (2 Thess. 2:8–

12)”

Alfred Plummer- 1900 AD

“John 5:43. “and ye receive me not”… The tragic tone as in vv. 39, 40, ‘I 

come with the highest credentials, as My Father’s representative (comp. 8:42), 

and ye reject Me.’

“come in his own name” As a false Messiah or as Antichrist. 

Sixty-four pretended Messiahs have been counted. Comp. Matt. 24:24.” 



What is the Message or main talking point of the antichrist?

1 John 2:18, 22

 “Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that 

antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. 

Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 

This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.”



7-year Tribulation

Church age

Covenant confirmed (Mosaic?)- Dan 9:27

Apostasy/rebellion happens - 2 Thess 2:3
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Start of the Day of the Lord Daniel 9:27   2 Thessalonians 2:3

Singular person

Antichrist

He makes a covenant for 7 years Man of lawlessness revealed

Day of the Lord FIRST event Making of the covenant STARTS 

70th week (Rev 6:2?)

Apostasy is FIRST event

John 5:43- Jesus rejected as Messiah Singular figure makes covenant with 

the Jewish people.

Jews receive AC as Messiah?

Receiving of AC and his authority for 

the covenant an apostasy?

Church is removed prior to the day 

of the Lord starting

70th week begins, church cannot be 

around

Apostasy happens as 1st event inside 

the day of the Lord. How can this be 

the church?

The message of the covenant Covenant reinstituting the Mosaic 

covenant and building of the Third 

Temple

A fresh repudiation of Jesus as NOT 

being the Messiah which is a 

SINGULAR apostasy involving the 

man of lawlessness

Context 70th week of Daniel is exclusively 

Jewish  (9:24)

Paul is writing to the Thessalonians 

about the DOTL which the church is 

100% not involved in (i.e. Jewish)

Context Covenant involving sacrifices and 

offerings ceasing

Paul immediately discusses the 

involvement of the Temple
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involvement of the Temple



Start of the Day of the Lord Daniel 9:27 2 Thessalonians 2:3

Singular person

Antichrist

He makes a covenant for 7 years Man of lawlessness revealed

Day of the Lord FIRST event Making of the covenant STARTS 

70th week (Rev 6:2?)

Apostasy is FIRST event

John 5:43- Jesus rejected as Messiah Singular figure makes covenant with 

the Jewish people.

Jews receive AC as Messiah?

Receiving of AC and his authority for 

the covenant an apostasy?

Church is removed prior to the day 

of the Lord starting

70th week begins, church cannot be 

around

Apostasy happens as 1st event inside 

the day of the Lord. How can this be 

the church?

The message of the covenant Covenant reinstituting the Mosaic 

covenant and building of the Third 

Temple

A fresh repudiation of Jesus as NOT 

being the Messiah which is a 

SINGULAR apostasy involving the 

man of lawlessness

Context 70th week of Daniel is exclusively 

Jewish  (9:24)

Paul is writing to the Thessalonians 

about the DOTL which the church is 

100% not involved in (i.e. Jewish)

Context Covenant involving sacrifices and 

offerings ceasing

Paul immediately discusses the 

involvement of the Temple



How we get from here to there?

ISOLATION      TO     SALVATION





Currently 34 various 

Navy ships in the 

middle east to provide 

deterrence for Israel



Does Israel trust in 

the God of Israel 

or their own 

military strength?











?





September 18, 2024



7-year 

Tribulation

Church age

Rapture

Covenant enforced/signed

Jewish Religious revival?

Secular Israel 

established 1948

Sacrifices in

Temple ongoing

Sacrifices

ceased at

midpoint

3 ½ years

Ezekiel 

38-39

Revival?

Psalm 83?

October 7, 2023

International pressure

Constant conflict

Increased isolation



“And I will set my glory among the nations, 

and all the nations shall see my judgment that I 

have executed, and my hand that I have laid on 

them.

The house of Israel shall know that I am the 

LORD their God, from that day forward.” 

(Ezek 39:21-22)



Who you gonna trust?

Ultimately, the Jewish people will trust in a false Messiah and 

reject Jesus. They will walk into Antichrist’s trap.

God will shatter their power during the tribulation and they 

will fully call upon Jesus to rescue them from the Antichrist.

He will fulfill His word and bring them salvation.



Jesus said,

“What I say to you, I say to everyone,

WATCH!”
(Mark 13:37, 1 Thessalonians 5:6)

Jesus said,

“Occupy until I come!
(Luke 19:13)
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